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Karel Pancocha held a public lecture on 20th of September 2022 entitled “From Early
Screening to Intervention: Complex Multidisciplinary Support of Individuals with Autism
Spectrum Disorder.” The lecture was presented in the English language with summaries in the
Czech language. Full paper version of the presentation in the Czech language was available
to the board as well as the present members of the public to accommodate both English and
Czech language speakers.

The presenter introduced his topic by acknowledging the work of selected Czech pioneers in
research of autism spectrum disorder, for example doctor RliZena Nesnidalova. He followed
by introducing the structure of his presentation, which consisted of introducing the phenomena
of autism as a complex disorder, which requires multidisciplinary support, followed by early
screening and diagnostics of ASD, and behavior intervention possibilities.

First, Karel Pan€ocha defined autism spectrum disorders (ASD) as a complex phenomenon
that affects not only many psychological functions of an individual, but also the functioning of
his family and social environment. The presentation covered the changes in ASD diagnostic
criteria, focusing on the shifting concepts in the ICD-10, DSM-5 and the newly developed ICD-
11 classifications. Background information on current knowledge of ASD etiology and the
unavailability of causal treatment was also mentioned. Furthermore, the presentation focused
on the prevalence of ASD with an explanation of possible reasons for the increasing trends.
Subsequently, the current system of multidisciplinary support, which is gradually being built in
the Czech Republic, was presented, with emphasis on the need for cooperation between
experts from different disciplines (e.g. pediatrics, psychiatry, psychology, special pedagogy,
behavior analysis) within several ministries (Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health, Ministry
of Social Affairs).

The second part of the presentation was devoted to the topic of early screening for ASD, which
has been carried out in the Czech Republic since 2017 as part of preventive examinations in
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general practitioners' offices for children and adolescents. The presenter introduced the
benefits and limitations of early screening and discussed the latest research findings in the
field of both the applicability of current screening tools and innovative procedures that are
currently being tested (e.g. the use of eye-tracking methods). Using examples from his own
research, he then described the current situation of early screening for ASD in the Czech
Republic.

The third part of the presentation was devoted to the topic of ASD diagnosis. The lecturer first
discussed the current possibilities of ASD diagnostics and issues connected with the
specialists who perform it. Karel Pancocha emphasized the importance of its timely and
professional implementation for the initiation of follow-up services. Finally, the way of
conducting ASD diagnostics in the Czech Republic was presented using examples from his
own research.

The fourth and final part of the presentation focused on the implementation of early intensive
behavioral interventions. The presenter focused on the key elements of the intervention,
recommended procedures based on applied behavior analysis and the latest research findings
in this area. Finally, the situation in the field of early intervention in the Czech Republic was
illustrated with examples from his own research and the basic characteristics of the model of
early behavioral intervention suitable for the Czech environment were presented.

The significance of the lecture and the connected activities undertaken by Karel Pan¢ocha and
his team lies in approaching the phenomena of autism spectrum disorder from several different
angles of scientific enquiry. Namely, bringing the concept of evidence-based behavioral
interventions into the attention of the scientific community in the Czech Republic and
developing sustainable models of ASD intervention delivery in the Czech environment are
noteworthy.

From methodological perspective the lecture was clearly structured. The lecturer was able to
present a complex topic in an appropriately adjusted format while still maintaining high
scientific qualities of the presentation. The presentation proved that ass. Prof. Panocha has
deep understanding of both the topic of the presentation and special education as a field. The
presentation was accompanied by a rich discussion further developing several points. The
lecturer was able to answer questions in a professional manner.

During the discussion following the lecture, the following questions were raised.
Professor Janik asked about the lack of early intervention and long periods leading to diagnosis
and possible ways to utilize intervention procedures during diagnostics process.

Prof Dillenburger appreciated the emphasis ass. Prof. PanCocha put on the multidisciplinary
work and asked on his opinion on how much behavioral training would be beneficial for these
other professions.

Professor Young-Pelton inquired about the work with caregivers and asked about the Czech
experience with using video-conferencing and other remote communication tools.

Professor Ostatnikova was interested in the way study programme for behavior analysts was
built in the Czech Republic. Professor Ostatnikova concluded the discussion with inquiring
about the efficacy of ABA for other groups than children e.g. adults diagnosed later in life.
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Conclusion

The lecture delivered by doc. PhDr. Karel Panocha, Ph.D., entitled “From Early Screening to
Intervention: Complex Multidisciplinary Support of Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder”
and delivered as part of the professor appointment procedure, demonstrated sufficient
scholarly qualifications and pedagogical capabilities expected of applicants participating in a
professor appointment procedure in the field of Special Pedagogy.

Date: September 20, 2022

prof. PhDr. Marie Vitkova, CSc. ...

signature
prof. MUDr. Daniela Ostatnikova, PhD. ...l

signature
prof. Mgr. Katefina Vitaskova, Ph.D. ...l

signature
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Karel Pan€ocha pfednesl 20. zafi 2022 vefejnou pfednasku s nazvem "From Early Screening
to Intervention: Complex Multidisciplinary Support of Individuals with Autism Spectrum
Disorder." Pfednaska byla prezentovana v anglickém jazyce se shrnutim v Ceském jazyce.
PIné znéni prezentace v Ceském jazyce bylo k dispozici komisi i pfitomné verejnosti, aby bylo
vyhovéno jak anglicky, tak ¢esky hovoficim osobam.

PFednasejici v uvodu své pfednasky ocenil praci vybranych €eskych prukopnikd vyzkumu
poruch autistického spektra, napfiklad doktorky Rizeny Nesnidalové. Nasledné predstavil
strukturu své prezentace, ktera zahrnovala predstaveni fenoménu autismu jako komplexni
poruchy, vyZadujici multidisciplinarni podporu, dale v&asny zachyt a diagnostiku poruch
autistického spektra, a nakonec moznosti behavioralnich intervenci.

Karel PanCocha se nejprve vénoval vymezeni poruch autistického spektra (ASD) jako
komplexniho fenoménu, ktery zasahuje nejen mnoho psychickych funkci jedince, ale také
fungovani jeho rodiny a socialniho okoli. V ramci prezentace byly pfedstaveny promény
diagnostickych kritérii ASD, se zamé&fenim na zmény v pojeti v klasifikaci MKN-10, DSM-5 a
nové pfipravované MKN-11. Zminény byly také zakladni informace k sou¢asnym znalostem o
etiologii ASD a nemoznosti kauzalni 1éEby. Dale se pfednaska zameéfila na prevalenci ASD s
vysvétlenim moznych divodu stoupajicich tendenci v této oblasti. Nasledné byl pfedstaven
sougasny systém multidisciplinarni podpory, ktery je v Ceské republice postupné budovan s
ddrazem na nutnost spoluprace mezi odborniky z rdznych disciplin (napf. pediatrie,
psychiatrie, psychologie, specialni pedagogiky, behavioralni analyzy) v ramci nékolika resortt
(MSMT, MZCR, MPSV).

Druha ¢&ast prezentace byla vénovana tématu ¢asného zachytu ASD, ktery od roku 2017
probiha v CR v ramci preventivnich prohlidek v ordinacich praktickych Iékait pro déti a dorost.
PrednaSejici predstavil benefity a limity Casného zachytu a vénoval se nejnovéjSim
vyzkumnym poznatkim jak z oblasti vyuzitelnosti sou€asnych screeningovych nastroju, tak
inovativnich postupu, které jsou v sou€asnosti ovéfovany (napf. vyuziti eye-trackingovych



metod). Na prikladech z vlastniho vyzkumu nasledné popsal soucasnou situaci ¢asneho
zachytu ASD v CR.

Treti Cast prezentace byla vénovana tématu diagnostiky ASD. PrednaSejici se nejprve
vénoval sou¢asnym moznostem diagnostiky ASD a odbornikim, ktefi ji provadéji. Zduraznil
dllezitost jejiho v€asného a odborného provedeni pro zahajeni poskytovani naslednych
sluzeb. Zavérem byl na pfikladech z vlastniho vyzkumu prezentovan zplisob provadéni
diagnostiky ASD v CR.

Ctvrta, zavéredéna, cast prezentace se zaméfila na realizaci ¢asné intenzivni behavioralni
intervence. Pfednasejici se vénoval zejména kliCcovym nalezitostem intervence, doporuc¢enym
postupim vychazejicim z aplikované behavioralni analyzy a nejnovéjSim poznatkim z
vyzkum v této oblasti. V zavéru byla na pfikladech z vlastniho vyzkumu prezentovana situace
v oblasti intervence CR a pfedstaveny zakladni charakteristiky modelu ¢asné behavioralni
intervence vhodného pro ¢eské prostredi.

Vyznam pfednasky a souvisejicich aktivit Karla Pan€ochy a jeho tymu spocCiva v tom, Ze se k
fenoménu poruch autistického spektra stavi z nékolika rlznych Uhli védeckého zkoumani.
Jmenovité stoji za zminku uvedeni konceptu behavioralnich intervenci zaloZzenych na
diikazech do povédomi védecké komunity v Ceské republice a vytvoreni udrzitelnych modelt
poskytovani behavioralnich intervenci u poruch autistického spektra pro ¢eské prostfedi.

Z didaktického pohledu byla prezentace jasna a logicky strukturovana. PrednaSejici byl
schopen slozité téma vhodnym zpusobem redukovat do uréeného formatu a zachovat pfitom
dostatecnou srozumitelnost tématu. Z prezentace je patrné, Ze prfednasejici ma hluboky vhled
jak do zkoumaného tématu, tak obecné do oboru Specialni pedagogika. V ramci prezentace
probéhla také diskuse s fadou zajimavych otazek z publika, které uchaze¢ dokazal erudované
zodpoveédét.

Béhem diskuse nasledujici po pfednasce byly vzneseny nasledujici dotazy:
Profesor Janik se vratil k nedostateéné dostupnosti v€asné intervence a ptal se na moznosti
zahajeni intervence jiz v pribéhu diagnostického procesu.

Profesorka Dillenburger ocenila dlraz, ktery byl v pfednasce kladen na multidisciplinarni
spolupraci. Zeptala se na nazor doc. PanCochy stran rozsahu Skoleni v behavioralnich
postupech pro dalSi odborniky v multidisciplinarnich tymech.

Profesorka Young-Pelton se vratila k vyznamu rodiCi v tymu. Zajimala se o zkuSenosti s
vyuzitim videohovor( a dalSich nastroju pro vzdalené pfipojeni v Ceské republice.

Profesorka Ostatnikova se zajimala o prabéh vzniku studijniho programu pro behavioralni
analytiky v Ceské republice. Profesorka Ostatnikova uzaviela diskusi dotazem na efektivitu
ABA postupu u starsich jedincu, napf. diagnostikovanych pozdéji v pribéhu Zivota.

Zaver

PFednaska doc. PhDr. Karla Pan€ochy, Ph.D., ,From Early Screening to Intervention: Complex
Multidisciplinary Support of Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder®, pfednesena v ramci
fizeni ke jmenovani profesorem, prokazala dostateCnou védeckou kvalifikaci a pedagogickou
zpusobilost uchazece, standardné pozadovanou v ramci fizeni ke jmenovani profesorem
v oboru Specialni pedagogika.



Brno dne 20. 9. 2022

prof. PhDr. Marie Vitkova, CSc. ...

prof. MUDr. Daniela Ostatnikova, PhD.  ........................

prof. Mgr. Katefina Vitaskova, Ph.D. ...



