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Tramping je záliba ve volném toulání se přírodou s přespává-
ním v lese. Být trampem se nelze naučit. Trampem musíte být 
od narození, i když o tom napřed vůbec nevíte. To se projeví 
až v určitý čas dospívání. Jak? V tom je právě to tajemství zro-
du trampa. Buďto to sami poznáte, a pak se stanete trampem, 
nebo to nepoznáte, a pak trampem nikdy nebudete.

Jiří Procházka řečený Cancák
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SUMMARY

Czech tramping – free wandering and camping in the open air, com-
bined with typical tramp entertainment and the use of a number 
of typical attributes not seen elsewhere – is a distinct Czech phe-
nomenon. Having emerged in the Prague environment in 1918, it 
spread rapidly and on a massive scale, especially among young people 
from the lower and lower-middle classes. It continued to develop for 
more than a century in a virtually unchanged form, with only partial 
modifications in individual periods. It also spread to many places 
in Slovakia, with which the Czech lands shared a common state for 
decades. Tramping has never been a mere leisure-time activity. On 
the contrary, it is a considerably complex, internally richly structured 
cultural phenomenon with several specific attributes. It has a rela-
tively major reach into the everyday life of the Czech national com-
munity, and for many of its practitioners, it has become a life creed. 
Tramping is a movement that is evolving dynamically, which is espe-
cially true of its current form, as it is forced to cope with dramatic 
changes that – although being generally beneficial to society – often 
have a fairly negative effect on it.

Objective research into tramping is developing especially at pre-
sent, in the era of restored democracy, as tramping, which had always 
been on the verge of legality, has ceased to be officially objectionable, 
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so it has become possible to pursue more thorough research and 
make an attempt at a true evaluation of its significance. Tramping 
has become an object of study for experts, especially social science 
and historical science researchers. Among them is the author of this 
monograph who, as a researcher at the Institute of Ethnology of the 
Czech Academy of Sciences, began to explore the phenomenon of 
tramping in the mid-1990s. His interest in the subject is evidenced 
by studies published in specialised press, anthologies, and collec-
tive monographs. These outputs have been joined by other activi-
ties, especially semestral lecture cycles on the topic of Tramping as 
a Subculture, intended for students at the Department of European 
Ethnology at the Faculty of Arts of Masaryk University in Brno.

The book is entitled The Heritage of Czech Tramping since it 
deals with the history and individual aspects of Czech tramping 
as practised for many decades by tens of thousands of tramps of 
several generations; it seeks to address the legacy left by previous 
periods of its development to contemporary tramps. It also endeav-
ours to contribute to clarifying what this phenomenon means for 
Czech society since the heritage of tramping is strongly intertwined 
in Czech culture as well as in the sphere of life of broad strata of 
Czech people. The study is approached from the perspective of 
ethnology, a traditional discipline that focuses mainly on aspects 
of people’s everyday lives. The centre of attention is therefore not 
the sequence of historical events in their natural sequence as they 
occurred in the history of Czech tramping, but various aspects of 
the tramping practice. This very broad, rich and complicated scope 
does not concentrate on a single historical stage of tramping; the 
changes in tramping throughout its entire existence, up to the pre-
sent day, are examined.

The reality of tramping in the current stage of its evolution, i.e. 
over the past thirty years since the crucial historical milestone of 
1989, is reflected with particular sensitivity. For it is at the present 
time that tramping as such is undergoing a fundamental transforma-
tion as a result of sweeping changes in the general evolution of soci-
ety, reacting to a general relaxation of the social atmosphere, as well 
as to revolutionary technical changes and new, previously unimag-
ined possibilities for development as a consequence of a fundamental 
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increase in the standard of living of broad sections of society, includ-
ing tramps.

In the course of preparation of the book, the author used relevant 
literature published earlier, but above all, he collected and studied 
a number of authentic sources, the analysis of which provided him 
with the necessary body of knowledge. He was able to benefit from 
the rich heritage of previous generations of tramps, from various 
accounts published on the pages of tramping and other magazines, 
from various memoirs and recollections, but he also gained a consid-
erable amount of information during informal debates, often held 
directly in the field, at campsites, and in tramp huts, cabins and pubs. 
In his work, he could also draw on his personal experience of tramp-
ing.

The present book is not a collection of problem studies but has 
a clear, pre-arranged structure, where individual chapters are devot-
ed to important aspects of tramping. As a starting point, an overview 
is given of ethnological and possibly other research activities that, 
from an ethnographic point of view, led towards the knowledge and 
understanding of tramping, its history and everyday nature; this 
is accompanied by a survey of sources that provide the necessary 
knowledge about the object of research, as well as the methods of 
professional work. This is followed by a chapter on the very essence 
of Czech tramping, its motives and inspirations that led to tramping 
and gave it its distinctive character, on the tramp code of ethics, on 
various attributes of tramping, on tramping as a subculture, a way 
of association and a lifestyle. The next section describes briefly the 
history of tramping in the Czech lands and the individual stages of 
its development over the hundred years since its beginnings, with 
a particular emphasis on the specific relationship between tramp-
ing and power under the various political regimes that emerged in 
the Czech Republic during that time. The following chapters focus 
on the curriculum of a typical tramp and the tramp settlement as 
an elementary collective within the tramping community. The next 
section is then devoted to the diverse activities of tramps, especially 
those carried out in the countryside, where tramps traditionally 
wandered and where they still go today to camp and also to settle 
and build habitable dwellings. A special chapter describes the ways 
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of communication between tramps, focusing also on the forms of 
the rich social life of the tramps, with separate chapters devoted to 
their festivities and the role of tramping songs, music and singing as 
an integrating factor of the tramping subculture. The whole treatise 
then moves on to a final assessment of the current stage of evolution 
of tramping, i.e. the period of the last thirty years; this era appears 
to be particularly specific, markedly distinct from all the previous 
periods that tramping went through from its emergence over the 
following seven decades, until 1989 when the current stage began. 
The contemporary tramping period, which coincides with the current 
political establishment, reflects and responds to today’s reality in 
a remarkable and peculiar way. 

 The book is not intended exclusively for tramps; the target audi-
ence is mainly the broad public, including people who have never 
been tramps and have never shared tramping practices, pastimes or 
ideals. The publication thus aims to contribute to strengthening the 
general awareness of the reality of Czech tramping.
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